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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an ink 
generation/color conversion method, capable of finely 
controlling quality by less parameter setting by a 
simple method, without the need for a calculation amount 
by deciding K signals from a reference ink amount and an 
adjustment coefficient, computing CMY signals from the K 
and input signals and obtaining CMYK signals which are 
intrinsic to an output device. 

SOLUTION: A reference ink amount is calculated from 3 
variable input signals on an uniform color space based 
on the lightness components, saturation components and 
a hue are computed from the input signals and the 
adjustment coefficient p is decided, based on the 
obtained saturation components and hue. The K signals 
are decided from the reference ink amount and the 
adjustment coefficient (p, CMY signals are computed from 
the K, and the input signals and the CMYK signals 
intrinsic to the output device are obtained. In this 
converter, an ink amount computing part 11 receives 
lightness signals L* and calculates a reference ink 
amount K0. A saturation / hue computing part 12 receives 
signals a*b* of colors and calculates saturation C and 
hue H. An adjustment coefficient computing part 13 



calculates the adjustment coefficient p for suppressing 
the generation of an ink amount from the saturation C 
and the hue H. A CMY computing part 14 calculates CMY. 
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